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Our Mission
YWCA Southeastern Massachusetts is 
dedicated to eliminating racism, 
empowering women and promoting peace, 
justice, freedom and dignity for all.
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On behalf of the Board and Staff of the 
YWCA Southeastern Massachusetts, 
it is my great pleasure to present to you 
our annual report for fiscal year 2014.  
It is so hard to believe that another 
year has come and gone.  This has 
been a year of many changes as we 
are now halfway through our 2013 - 
2015 strategic plan!  

The YWCA consolidated services 
and programs into four departments:  
Adult Services, Youth Services, 
Residential Services and Health and 
Wellness.  Our Medical Transportation 
Program is now part of the Health 
and Wellness Department and Girls 
Exclusive, Girls Giving and Growing 
and Tween 2 Teen are combined into 
one program: Girls Exclusive After-
School and Summer Program serving 
girls in elementary, middle and high 
school.  We now offer racial justice 
and economic advancement classes 
in English, Portuguese and Spanish 
and expanded our health and wellness 

offerings to include diabetes outreach in 
New Bedford, Fall River and Wareham.

For the second year in a row, our YWCA 
was a top three finalist for the YWCA 
USA Economic Advancement Award!  
It is a true honor to be recognized 
by our national office and our peers 
across the country for our work in 
economic advancement and leadership 
development of young women.  

In making changes to our programs we 
also restructured our staff to create a 
position solely dedicated to development 
and communications.   We also increased 
our YWkids and Girls Exclusive staff 
members to serve more youth in the 
community.  Over the next year we hope 
to continue to expand our youth program 
offerings in the region.

We continued to enhance our social 
media and web presence by revamping 
our old website and creating a new one 
that is fresh, light and user-friendly on 
iphones, iPads, and tablets.  We added 
a blog to our website and featured 80 
girls in our I am YWgirl facebook media 
campaign.  Hopefully, you follow us 
on twitter as well.  We will continue to 
enhance our communication with you 
as we continue to make progress on 
our capital campaign and increase our 
programs and services in southeastern 
Massachusetts.

Our advocacy efforts locally, statewide 
and nationally focused this year on 
violence against women, immigration, 
paid sick leave, increasing minimum 
wage, and education.  We participated 
in voter registration and provided 
information to the public about the 
importance of voting and making your 
voice heard.  We hope to build on these 
efforts in the future as we gear up for the 
2016 Presidential election.

We dedicate this annual report in 
memory of two very special women 
that we lost this year:   Leonora 
Whyte and Joan Yotides.  Leonora 
was the YWCA Southeastern 
Massachusetts’ oldest and longest 
member, she voted in every election 
and attended every Annual Meeting.  
She was also the mother of former 
YWCA Executive Director, Yvonne 
Drayton.  Joan Yotides was the 
YWCA Widowed Persons Director 
who retired in September 2013 after 
19 years of service to the YWCA.  
Both are true YWCA women in every 
sense of the word.  We miss both of 
them tremendously and both of their 
memories will live on forever in our 
programs and services.

In closing, I would like to thank the 
truly committed and dedicated YWCA 
Board, Staff, members, volunteers 
and donors that help make all of this 
happen on a daily basis.  Without 
you the YWCA would not be able to 
accomplish all that we do.  Thank you 
also for your continued support and 
as we work to increase the capacity of 
the YWCA so that many more women, 
girls and families can access needed 
services in our community.
 

Gail M. Fortes
Executive Director

Dear Friends, 

This is the time of year when we 
reflect on the past year’s success 
and also take a look at areas we 
need to improve upon. In 2014, 
we continued to work through and 
manage the initiatives set forth in our 
strategic plan...the capital campaign, 
programming, resource development, 
and more…being nimble was a must, 
as many adjustments needed to be 
made along the way. Fortunately for 
us, we have a mission that guides us 
and keeps us motivated to forge on!

“eliminating racism, empowering 
women and promoting peace, justice, 
freedom and dignity for all…”

Some of society’s greatest challenges 
wouldn’t you say? We view that 
statement as hope for a better future… 
for every individual, every family, every 
community and even every country. 

Right from the start, the Board placed 
Advocacy as a top priority on our strategic 
initiative list. Advocating for that mission 
and rallying around those that have been 
treated unjustly continue to be an area 
of success, as well as, improvement for 
us. 2014 brought many opportunities to 
get involved in the areas of racial justice, 
domestic violence awareness, women’s 
reproductive rights and LGBTQ issues. 
We wrote Op-eds, partnered strategically 
with other organizations for a greater 
reach, and most recently, led an effort 
to educate and register voters in our 
communities. Our Board is committed…
you haven’t heard the last from us! 

And it’s not just the Board that is 
passionate about the mission. Our 
dedicated staff has done an incredible 
job at expanding our outreach, while 
strengthening our programs and 
services.

As you read this annual report, I hope it 
will remind you of our recent successes 
and energize you for the future as you 
envision the mission of the YWCA 
in 2015. For those of you who have 
tirelessly committed time and energy to 
the success of this organization, I thank 
you. For the many of you who are new, I 
welcome you to the YWCA Southeastern 
MA. The Board and I look forward to 
working with all of you in the year ahead.

Nicole Almeida
President

A Message From Our Leaders

YWkids

YWkids

Girls Exclusive
Women’s Advocacy Day

Eliminating Racism
Empowering Women



YWCA Southeastern MA FY 2014
audited figures completed 10/28/14  
by Hodgson, Pratt, Pratt, Saunders and Associates   
 

FY2014 FY2013 $ Change Notes
REVENUE

Contributions, Gifts, Legacies, Bequests & 
Special Events

155,948 176,547 (20,599) Reduction in 
contributions to 
campaign

Grants 640,406 639,692 714
Program Service Fees 115,372 71,898 43,474 FY‘ 14 increase 

in residents
Investment Revenue 30,398 32,072 (1,674)
Other Revenue 2,508 4,058 (1,550)
     TOTAL REVENUE 944,632 924,267 (20,365)

EXPENSES
Administration (Management & General) 171,048 172,764 (1,716)
Fundraising 51,937 120,223 (68,286) Capital 

campaign 
expenses

Total Program Services 737,592 662,761 74,831 Increase in 
youth and      
residential     
programs

     TOTAL EXPENSES 960,577 955,748 4,829

     EXCESS (Deficit) (15,945) (31,481) (15,536)

YWCA Southeastern MA FY 2014
audited figures completed 10/28/14  
by Hodgson, Pratt, Pratt, Saunders and Associates   
 
BALANCE SHEET FY2014 FY2013 $ Change Notes

ASSETS

  Current Assets
       Checking/Savings 249,260 354,305 (105,045) Capital funds expended-

switch from oil to gas
       Accounts Receivable 59,412 43,527 15,885
  Total Current Assets 308,672 397,832 (89,160)
  Pledges Receivables 105,524 77,022 28,502 Campaign pledges
  Endowment 248,727 191,689 57,038

  Other Assets 424,229 407,429 16,800

  Prepaid Assets 5,002 1,091 3,911
  Fixed Assets, net of accumulated 
depreciation

1,368,113 1,375,272 (7,159)

TOTAL ASSETS 2,460,267 2,450,335 9,932

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

  Liabilities
       Current Liabilities
          Accounts Payable 62,610 68,428 (5,818)
          Accrued Expenses 24,375 19,490 14,885
          Line of credit 93,921 91,597 2,324
          Other current liabilities 84 667 (583)
       Total Current Liabilities 180,990 180,182 808
       Long Term Liabilities 396,000 396,000 0 A Woman’s Place
  Total Liabilities 576,990 576,182 808
  Equity 1,883,277 1,874,153 9,124

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  2,460,267 2,450,335 9,932

Income/Expenses Balance Sheet

Building a Strong Foundation



“These funds will 
allow the YWCA 
to expand the 

critical services it 
provides to women 

and children in 
the SouthCoast,” 

declared 
Representative 
Antonio Cabral.

“I’m pleased that the Patrick-Murray 
administration has joined the City of New 

Bedford in supporting “Under One Roof,” said 
Mayor Jon Mitchell.  “This level of investment 
on the part of the Commonwealth is a clear 

validation of the quality of this project.  I 
congratulate the YWCA for their tireless efforts 
on behalf of New Bedford families, and thank 

the Patrick-Murray administration for their 
continued support of projects that improve the 

quality of life for New Bedford residents.”

“Governor Patrick and I were pleased to work with the YWCA Southeastern Massachusetts and support 
funding that will allow the YWCA to continue to do great work more efficiently in the region, while also 

preserving its historic building,” said Lieutenant Governor Timothy Murray.

“The YWCA provides crucial 
services to area women in 
need,” Senator Montigny 

said.  “The $1 million grant 
will not only preserve the 

historic nature of the YWCA’s 
Levi Standish House but 

allow it to be adapted for the 
many modern uses needed 
by the YWCA to further its 
mission to aid women and 

children.”

Capital Campaign Under One Roof

We are so very close!  We are in the final stages of the YWCA’s $3.8 million Under One Roof capital 
campaign for a LEED-certified, 17,320 square foot building addition adjacent to the restored Levi 
Standish House.  This long-awaited project is about to become a reality for the YWCA, all those 
who benefit from our programs and services, and for the Greater New Bedford community.  We 
simply cannot wait to break ground on this transformational project.

Construction documents from Litman Architecture are anticipated to be delivered to the YWCA in 
the Winter of 2015. Then the project will be ready for the public bidding process and an anticipated 
Spring 2015 groundbreaking!  During this exciting time, we must reach the final campaign goals 
in public and private support.  Funding above this goal further reduces our long-term credit facility.  
Thus, we continue to seek generous donors to this substantial new building project.

There are several prominent naming opportunities still available such as:

• First Floor and Foyer (YWkids Childcare) $250,000
• Second Floor and Foyer (Teens & Women’s Resource Center) $250,000
• Third Floor & Foyer (Women’s Residence) $250,000
• Multipurpose Community Room (2nd Floor) $100,000
• Elevator and 2nd and 3rd Floor Elevator Lobbies $100,000 (combined)
• YWkids Commons $50,000 
• YWkids Library $50,000
• Women’s Residence Lounge $50,000
• YWkids Meeting Room $25,000
• Another Women’s Place Kitchen $25,000
• Another Woman’s Place Study Area $25,000
• Another Women’s Place Bedrooms $10,000 each (4 Remaining)
• Room Furnishings $5,000+

Please contact Gail Fortes for a full list of Naming Opportunities and help us conclude 
our Under One Roof campaign.  Thank you! 
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Capital Campaign
pledge donors
Anonymous Donor
Nicole Almeida
Dr. Patricia Andrade
Anne T. Converse
Lena Pires
gifts
Jan Baptist
Jack Davis
Yvonne Drayton
Anne Converse Photography
Gail Fortes
Jane Gonsalves
Stacie Charbonneau Hess
Maria Pinarreta
Neal Weiss
Women’s Fund of Southeastern MA - 
Women’s Fund Philanthropy Fund
Margaret D. Xifaras, Esq.
Faith Morningstar
Meryl Novek
Katrina Semich
Allan and Priscilla Ditchfield
Melissa Costa
Stella Pifko Marnik
grantors/foundations
Acushnet Foundation
Agnes Lindsey Trust
CharlesBank Homes Foundation
City of New Bedford
Demoulas Foundation
Leonard and Hilda Kaplan Charitable 
Foundation
The Maurice and Anne Makepeace Family 
Foundation
Patrick Carney Foundation
St. Anne’s Credit Union
Island Foundation
New Bedford Police Union
50 businesses
Anne Whiting Real Estate
Bay Coast Bank
Case Construction
Dr. Ilana Feinerman
Fiberoptics Center
Joseph Abboud Manufacturing Corp
Margaret Xifaras, Esq.
Nameplates for Industry, Inc.
Style By Tiffany
Sylvia Insurance Company
The Nery Corporation
Vantage In Philanthropy
Whaling City Sound
Shara Porter Designs
advocacy
Economic Advancement
grantors/foundations

The Association for the Relief of Aged Women 
of New Bedford (ARAW)
YWCA USA
Racial Justice
grantors/foundations
Island Foundation
Whaling City Sound
Leadership Development
of Young Women
grantors/foundations
Community Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts - Rainy Day Fund
interns
Shawnai Matos
Shelby Freidland
Stormi Monteiro
Teresa Angulo
Caitlin Hoey
Nicole Velez
Rabeya Ropani
Kaitlyn Cravens
Mya Atkins
Mayor’s Youth Council
grantors/foundations
City of New Bedford
HRIA Tobacco Grant
adult services
Widowed Persons 
Program
volunteers
David Enos
Jean Julien
W. Kenneth Langill
Irene LeFavor
Joyce Lopes
Dorothy Martin
Thomas McGarr
Marion Oliver
Joan Pingley
Jacqueline Ponte
Pauline Prudhomme
Gertrude Reed
Hanifa Rose
Dorothy Saladino
Victor Samolis
Angela Sampaio
Evelyn Sebastiao
Ethel Souza
Judith Viera 
donors
Janet Ahola
Irene R. Bergeron
Madeline Brooks
Nancy Chadwick
Cecile Cloutier
Frederick Cole
Pearl Corbett

Alice Crowley
Pauline J. Cormier
Mary Lou Davis
Elizabeth Dion
Fran DeTerra
Leone Faris
Sharon Frias
Judy Gobeil
Norma Hannon
James Hubbard
Ronald Jackson
Wanda Jaworski
Doris Levine
Lillian Lovegrove
Eleanor Lowe
Dorothea Macedo
Richard Machado
Joan Manchester
Elaine Peck
Dolores Pereira
May Sharples
Jeanne Duggan
Betty DeJesus
Lawrence Shinnamon
Terry Silva
Eveann Silvia
Cynthia Smith
Janice Smith
Cecilia Sykes
Henry Valois
Carol Zaslona
Dick Doyon
Anne Eich
Gladys Gaj
Saunders Funeral Home
Russell Lawton Sr.
Arcangela Monteiro
Nancy Mosher
Muriel Peters
Jacqueline Ponte
Albert Ramos
Marion Reid
Hanifa Rose
Paul Rousselle
Karen Alvares
Elaine Burgo
Leaonard Hirst
Victor Samolis
Irene Lefavor
Joseph Cardoza Sr.
Joyce de Sousa
Jean Coury
Margaret Domingos
Mary Santos
Edward Figueira
Alzida Ferro
Donald Freitas
James Honohan
Mary Stephenson
Frances Mills

Susanne Dupont
Francis Mathieu
Kathleen Murphy
Emily Nisenbaum
Constance Panagakos
Bedre Querim
Orren Robbins
Celeine Saraiva
Virginai Oliveira
Nancy Smith
Florence Turner
Peter Baker
Norman Bergeron
Sally Clark
Elaine Akers
Lee Alexander
Laura Almeida
Maria Amaral
Joan Anderson
Maria Araujo
Hazel Arruda
Rita Arsenault
Gloria Aspen
Carmen Azevedo
Geraldine Bailey
Gloria Baker
Julia Banks
Natalie Bean
Jean Bell
Teresa Berard
Elaine Bizarro
Delores Boudreau
Doreen Bowman
Muriel Boyer
Claire Brady
Cisaltina Branco
Theresa Breault
Clifton Briggs
Maria Brigida
Ana Brizida
Dorothy Burt
Amancio Cabral
Paula Cadieux
Patricia Camara
Ilda Campos
Judy Card
Cynthia Cardoza
Leonard Carreiro
Madeline Carvalho
Shirley Caton
Lisa Chapman
Marcelle Chartier
Jeanne Chaussee
Jean CLarke
Muriel Coderre
Michael Concaison
Mildred Conner
Rev. Constantine S. Bebis
Denise Cooper
Manuel Cordeiro

Evangeline Correia
Dorothy Correia
Donna Costa
Nancy Ann Costa
Gertrude Coucci
Joseph Couto
Ann Marie Couture
Nona Coyne
Viola Cruz
Kathleen Curley
Rosemary Cutler
Larraine Dabrowski
Elaine DaCosta
Esther Dawson
David DeCosta
Bonnie DeLuca
Elliott Denison
Elaine Desrosiera
Jane Dolan Carole Duarte
Ellie Dube
Darlene Dubowik
Helen Ducharme
Gertrude Dwyer
Paula Emmett
Evelyn Esperanca
Margaret Faria
Roselle Fecteau
Eugenia Fernandes
Julia Fernandes
Sal Fernandes
Ester Fernandez
Norman Ferreira
Sue Ferreira
Pauline Fiore
Carol Fontaine
Lucille Fontes
Elaine Fortin
Linda Frasier
M. Alice Freitas
Judith Freitas
Theresa Freitas
Judith Furtado
Maria Lillia Garcia
Raymond Gardner
Hank Gardyna
Davis Garner
Mary Gaughan
Roger Gaumont
Patricia Gauthier
Mary Gauthier
Virginia Gay
Charles Gifford
Louise Gifford 
Irene Gouveia
Therese Greenwalt
Leonard Hackett
Marion Hancock
Lynwood Harriman
Loretta Harrington
Ramona Harrison

Brenda Harrison
Geraldine Hegarty
Deborah Henderson
Alice Henzel
Robert Hiller II
Paul Hinchcliffee
Marlene Hirst
Nancy Holland
Rev. James Hornsby
Henrie House
Vera Hunt
Loraine Hunter
Yvonne Jackson
Olive Jadlowe
Mark Janson
Everett Johnson Sr.
Jean Julien
Mary Kane
Cynthia Karl
Mary Kate
Eugene Kelley
Theresa Kenney
Andrew Kesteris
Carol King
Katherine Kozicki
Eleanor Kruczed
Donald Lamontagne
W. Kenneth Langill
Therese Lavallee
Rev. Dr. Robert Lawrence
Jeanne LeDuc
Mary Lemiex
Barbara Leslie
Ana Lima
Madalena Linhares
Ana Maria Lomba
Joyce Lopes
Angela MacDonald
Ana Maria Machado
Marion Macomber
Irene Maguire
Joseph Mandeville
Thomas Marginson
Elaine Marshall
Dorothy Martin
Jose Martins
Elizabeth Matathia
Mary McCann
Dorothy McCarthy
Thomas McGarr
Delores McHenry
Felicia Medeiros
Patricia Medeiros
Alexandra Medeiros
Cisaltina Medeiros
Maria Mello
Delores Mendes
Mary Louis Moniz
John Moreira
Sandra Morel

Donors Special thanks to the individuals, businesses and foundations which enable the YWCA Southeastern Massachusetts to 
advance its mission through their generous financial support.  This list reflects donations received between July 1, 2014 
and June 30, 2015.  We apologize for misspelling or omitting the name of anyone who made a gift during the fiscal year. 

Supporting Our Mission



Donors Join the Movement
Antonio Morgado
H. Bridget Morrison
Vanessa Morse
Ester Moura
Peter Nasiff
Maria Neves
Jennifer Nightlinger
Margaret Normandin
Palmyra O’Leary
Dolores O’Malley
William Ochab
Maria Oliveira
Janina Oliver
Marion Oliver
Normand Ouellet
Kathleen Pappas
Rene Pepin
Alfonso Pereira
Hadwen Perry
Lynn Perry
Diane Phillips
Gil Pimental
Doris Pineau
Joan Pingley
Maria Policarpo
Arlene Pombo
Mary Powell
Dona Power
Rose Marie Powers
Pauline Prudhomme
Marian Purington
Susanne Racicot
Mildred Randall
Grace Rapoza
Lieselottee Ratcliffe
George Regis
Ilene Rego
Jose Rego
Maria Reidy
Beverly Renauld
Marth Richards
Gloria Ringer
Joseph Ringuette Jr.
Theresa Robello
Elisabeth Robert
Katherine Robillard
Beverly Rogers
Betty Rogers
David Rosparka
Arline Ross
Celeste Rousseau
Addison Russell
Ernest Santos
Edward Santos
Robert Santos
Leonard Santos Sr.
M. Raye Sawyer
Evelyn Sebastiao
Liz Serpa
Janet Sherwood

Sorothy Shope
Metzie Soars
Alice Soares
Nathaniel Souto
Louise Souza
Ethel Souza
Thomas Spence
Claire St. Gelais
THomas St. Pierre
Priscilla Steadman
Francine Steiger
Jean Stripinis
Wallace Syvia
Sylvia Theodore
Conrad Thibeault
Delia Thomas
Donna Thompson
Rosemary Tierney
Eleanor Tranes
Mary Tsaousidis
Janice Tuite
Helen Turner
Mr. and Mrs. George Vezina
Judith Viera
Arthur Villeneuv
Betty Wadsworth
Patricia Waterman
Francis Wazlowski
Leonard Weaver
Ann Webster
Maria Welter
Robert Wenstrom
Patricia Wetzel
June White
Irma Wolfe
grantors/foundations
The Association for the Relief of Aged Women 
of New Bedford (ARAW)
Coastline Elderly Services
ywca health & wellness
Health & Wellness/Waterpals
volunteers
Mary Luisa Oliveira
Idalina Pacheco
donors
grantors/foundations
Avon Breast Health Outreach Program
Blue Cross Blue Shield Foundation
Coastline Elderly Services
Southcoast Hospitals Group
residential services
A Woman’s Place & 
Another Woman’s Place
volunteers
Georgi Charves
Elaine Costa
Linda Murphy

Joanne Polk
Beverly Delaney
donors
John and Sharon Canto
Yolanda Dennis
grantors/foundations
Bristol County Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation
Bill Shea
DeMello’s Furniture
Home Depot
Kent Silva
Community Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts-Hawthorn Medical Associates 
Charitable Fund
Hunger Commission of Southeastern 
Massachusetts
Kenneth T. and Mildred S. Gammons 
Charitable Foundation
La-Z-Boy Furniture
Linda Rose
New Bedford Housing Authority
Target
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Webster Bank Foundation
youth services
YWkids School Age Program
grantors/foundations
Patricia Burns
Carney Family Charitable Foundation
City of New Bedford-Office of Community 
Development
Massachusetts Department of Education
Hunger Commission of Southeastern MA
Leonard and Hilda Kaplan Charitable 
Foundation
Gail Fortes
McGladrey Boston Fpundation
New Bedford Cultural Council
New Bedford Day Nursery Fund
Community Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts-New Bedford Education 
Foundation Fund
Office of Early Education and Care
Roy Foundation
United Way of Greater New Bedford
James Arnold Fund
Patricia Gomes
Girls Exclusive
donors
Patricia Gomes
Carolee S Matsumoto
Colleen Millett
Donna M. Wirzburger
Marcia M. Williams
Diane Z. Newman
Aura Escobar
Yvonne Drayton

Kate Fentress
Rebecca McCullough
Janine V. da Silva
Julia Jennings
Jennifer Prouty
Lynne Burns
Richard Porteus
Caroline Courth
grantors/foundations
Bristol County District Attorney’s Office
City of New Bedford-Invest In Kids
City of New Bedford-Office of Community 
Development
City of New Bedford-School Department
Community Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts-Rainy Day Fund
McGladrey Boston Foundation
Fall River Women’s Union
Shaws Supermarket
New Bedford Day Nursery Fund
United Way Summer Fund
Women’s Fund of Southeastern MA
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Week Without Violence
volunteers
Rho Sigma Phi Sorority
UMASS Dartmouth Center for Women, 
Gender and Sexuality
Red Dress Fashion Show
volunteers - committee
Gail Fortes
Monique Hebert
Susan Frysinger
Jane L. Gonsalves
Denise Kappler
Mali Lim
Valentina Martinez
Ana Silva
Gale Williams
Shawnai Matos
sponsors/donors
Andrew Gallagher
Anne Whiting Real Estate
Ashley Bendiksen
Aubertine Lopes Funeral Home
Autumn Glen
BankFive
BayCoast Bank
Bermuda Bronze
BMC HealthNet
Boston Red Sox
Bridgewater Savings Bank
Boutique Fitness
Buttonwood Park Zoo
Carabiner’s
Children’s Museum Easton
Councillor Joseph Lopes
First Citizens Federal Credit Union
Greater New Bedford Community Health 

Center
Greater New Bedford Regional Vocational 
Technical High School
Hy-Line Cruises
Lena Pires
Litman Architecture
Mali Lim
Mary Ann Zuber
Mayor Jonathon Mitchell
Monaghan Printing Company
Nicole Almeida
PACE/Youth Build New Bedford
Plimouth Plantation
Providence Children’s Museum
Sam Adam’s Beer
Sylvia’s Insurance Agency
STAT Ambulance
Southcoast Hospitals Group 
Bridgewater Savings Bank
Ensemble Events
Celia’s Boutique
Contrary
Family Chiropractic Center
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Dressbarn
Fatima Rocha
Julies’s Bridal Boutique
Party Dress Express
St. Anne’s Credit Union
Cenury House
Northeast Maritime Institute
Women’s Fund of Southeastern 
Massachusetts
Venilia Gardens
Our Sisters’ School
Joseph Abboud
Acushnet Company
BJ’s Wholesale Club
Bose
Boston Bruins
Robyn Branco-Fournier
Dorothy Cox Chocolates
Leanne Fisher-Ross
Jane Gonsalves
Ashley Hebert
Jordans Furniture
Jean Lim
KO Gym
Seastreak
Style Makers Salon
The Galley Grille
Watkins
Paula Koczera
Sister 2 Sister Conference
donors
Diane Gomes
Lynne Burns
Lauren Burns
Cynthia and Bruce Rose
Bernadette Souza

Donna Cordeiro-Jobin
Thelma Baxter
Toni Ann Teixeira
Patty Burns
Eleanor Pontes
Susan Perry
Cheryl Barrett
Carol Almeida-Fortes
Cecil Lopes
Diane Brodeur
Catherine Bourassa
Irene Buck
Janice Fautuex
Janet Freedman
Mattapoisett Women’s Club
Susan Kramer
Jane Gonsalves
Women of Distinction
volunteers - committee
Nicole Almeida
Tanya Alves
Leanne Fisher-Ross
Kristina da Fonseca
Lena Pires
sponsors
Bristol County Women’s Journal
Doctors Express Urgent Care
donors
UMass Dartmouth Center for Women, 
Gender, and Sexuality
Global Learning Charter School
Greater New Bedford Community Health 
Center
Harbour House Family Center
Pia Durkin and the New Bedford Public 
School Leadership Team
Our Sisters School
The Women’s Fund of Southeastern 
Massachusetts
City Councillor Joseph Lopes
Cape Verdean Recognition Committee
Immigrants Assistance Center
Martha Briggs Educational Club
School on Wheels
General Operations
volunteers
Maggie Brum
Joseph
Amy Recupero
Serena Silva
volunteers - board of directors
Carolina Africano, Esq.
Nicole Almeida
Ashley Bendiksen
Dr. Danielle Carrigo
Yolanda Dennis
Dolly Duarte
Mali Lim

Donors



YWCA SEMA
Programs and Services

Number Served July 1, 
2013-June 30, 2014

Number Served July 1, 
2014-June 30, 2015

Youth Services

Mayor’s Youth Council 15 Disadvantaged Teen Boys and 
Girls

15 Disadvantaged Teen Boys and 
Girls

YWkids School Age Program 114 Disadvantaged Boys and Girls 114 Disadvantaged Boys and Girls

Girls Exclusive 90 Disadvantaged Teen Girls 90 Disadvantaged Teen Girls

Subtotal Served 219 219

# of Volunteers 95 (+14 Board Members) 95 (+14, Board Members) 

# of Volunteer Hours 3,062 3,062

# of Materials Distributed 12,591 12,591

# of People that Attended Special 
Events (not counted above)

2,328 2,328

Donors Programs and Services

YWkids Women of Distinction Awards

Join the Movement
Ine Ogagan
Dr. Juli Parker
Maria Pinarreta
Lena Pires
Kendyll Ramos
Katrina Semich
Marcia Williams
donors
Nicole Almeida
Brewer Banners
Jan Baptist
Ashley Bendiksen
Catherine Bourassa
Jack Davis
Gail Fortes
Dorothy Duarte
Hunger Commission of Southeastern MA
Mali Lim
Maria Pinarreta
Lena Pires
Neal Weiss
Marcia Williams
Whaling City Sound
Eusie Zane
Molly Zane
grantors/foundations
Acushnet Foundation Fund
Community Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts-Rainy Day Fund
Demoulas Foundation
Island Foundation
Olive Higgins Prouty Foundation
Women’s Fund of Southeastern MA
Staples
Mattapoisett Women’s Fund



Programs and Services Programs and Services

YWCA SEMA
Programs and Services

Number Served July 1, 
2013-June 30, 2014

Number Served July 1, 
2014-June 30, 2015

Adult Services

Widowed Persons Program 142 Elderly Men and Women 142 Elderly Men and Women

Short Distance Medical 
Transportation

35 Elderly Men and Women 35 Elderly Men and Women

Racial Justice 97 Underserved Women and Men 97 Underserved Women and Men

Economic Advancement 162 At-risk and Disadvantaged 
Women

162 At-risk and Disadvantaged 
Women

Leadership Development for 
Women Under 30

12 young women age 18-30 12 young women age 18-30

Subtotal Served 438 438

YWCA SEMA
Programs and Services

Number Served July 1, 
2012-June 30, 2013

Number Served July 1, 
2014-June 30, 2015

Health and Wellness

YWCA Health and Wellness 
(formerly ENCOREplus) 

2,714 Underserved Women 2,714 underserved women

YWCA Health and Wellness  
Waterpals

23 Women Breast Cancer Survivors 23 Women Breast Cancer Survivors

Subtotal Served 2,737 2,737

Residential Services

A Woman’s Place 16 At-Risk Women 16 At-Risk Women

Another Woman’s Place 16 At-Risk Women 16 At-Risk Women

Subtotal Served 32 32

Total Served (All Programs) 3,436 3,436

Namiyha, age 5, YWkids Tyijhel, age 7, YWkids Logan, age 7, YWkids Widowed Persons Program



your support helps 
    everywoman

YWkids School Age Program
“Dear Mrs. Iris, Jocelyn, Natasha and Ms. Jolene,
I participated in the YWCA Summer Program this year and you were so nice to me. You smiled and made me smile. I 
was grateful. You healed me when I was hurt when I broke my arm. You helped to take care of me and you made me feel 
like you loved me and I appreciate that. I have been in the YWCA for many years. I just love it and thank you!” - Jaliyah 
age 10.

Advocacy Programs
“I contribute to the world by simply just being me, because there is 
no other Savannah like me. And I, Savannah, will someday become a 
woman’s rights activist, and work on empowering women so that we have 
equal pay and equal rights. I know that I may not contribute very much 
to the world now, but someday, I will.” - Savannah

Residential Program
I have been blessed to have been chosen to be a part of this program 
and will forever be grateful. And as a woman in recovery, becoming 
a fully independent woman is the only logical choice for me to make. 
I will take what I have learned and live every day with a new found 
knowledge of not only me but the world in which I live. Again, I 
thank you.” - Beverly

Girls Exclusive
“This summer, while I was here, we went sailing at Fort Taber. I 
had so much fun! We swam in the water and we even capsized. We 
also went kayaking and paddle boarding. I loved going sailing and I 
loved going to the YWCA.” - Jassenya

“I really enjoyed this summer. We as a group did many different 
activities. This is my fourth summer attending Girls Exclusive and I 
would definitely recommend it for others.” - Camila 

Testimonials

Girls Exclusive

Red Dress Event

YWkids 



ywca board of directors

President
Nicole Almeida

Vice President  
Lena Pires

Treasurer   
Maria Pinarreta

Assistant Treasurer 
Dr. Juli Parker

Clerk   
Ashley Bendiksen  

Tanya Alves
Melissa Costa, LICSW
Dolly Duarte 
Kristina da Fonseca, Esq. 
Jane Gonsalves 
Elizabeth Leiwant                                          
Mali Lim
Leanne Fisher-Ross                  
                                                   
Ex-Officio
Gail M. Fortes

ywca staff

Gail M. Fortes   Executive Director
Catherine Bourassa  Director of Programs and Services

administrative services:
 Lisa Rogers  Director of Finance
 Linda Larsen  Office Manager
 Linda Rose  Receptionist
 Jack Davis  Facilities Manager
 Alexandra Moniz  Development Associate
youth services:
 Jocelyn Trindade  YWkids Program Manager
 Natasha Ormonde YWkids Kindergarten Coordinator
 Iris Ruiz   YWkids Group Leader
 Jolene Deree  YWkids Group Leader
 Jordan Depina  YWkids Assistant Group Leader
 Kelsey Barrett  Girls Exclusive Instructor 
 Stormi Monteiro  Girls Exclusive Instructor
ywca health & wellness:
 Valentina Martinez Community Health Worker
 Ana Silva  Community Health Worker
adult services:
 Linda Rose  Widowed Persons Director
 Stormi Monteiro  Leading Ladies Coordinator
residential services:
 Annamarie Lopes Residential Assistant
 Candy Royster  Residential Assistant

20 South Sixth Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

To learn more about the YWCA Southeastern MA, call: 508-999-3255,  
go to: www.ywcasema.org or scan to connect to our social media links.  ►►


