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Zoom Meeting 

 
Present: Jordan Latham, Leimary Llopiz, Rosemarie, Kelli, Holly Weeden, Titus DosRemedios, 
Zoe Hansen-DiBello, Rebecca, Jewel Collins, Maria Rosario, Jennie Antunes, Jacquelyn 
Ramos, Christana McKnight 
 
Introductions 

Meeting participants introduced themselves with their name, organization, and the location 
where they were calling from.  

Welcome 

Jordan Latham welcomed everyone to the meeting. She introduced Zoe Hansen-DiBello from 
Northstar Learning Centers, who is also a co-convener of the Regional Table. Jordan spoke 
about how now is the time to focus on affordable and accessible childcare. In mid-April Senator 
Elizabeth Warren and Senator Tina Smith proposed a $50 million childcare bailout that would 
provide emergency funding to keep childcare available to front-line and essential workers. It 
would also provide aid to childcare providers and workers on payroll. Long term investments are 
needed to prepare the childcare market for when Americans can get back to work.  

Presentation 
Titus DosRemedios from Strategies for Children and the Common Start Coalition gave a 
presentation on the need for accessible childcare and the proposed $50 million childcare 
bailout. He talked about how awareness raising is important right now, and childcare needs to 
be a part of the current plans for going forward - people cannot go back to work or even work 
remotely without childcare. Collecting stories is also a super important step to highlight over the 
next few weeks and months.  
 
Massachusetts closed all childcare in mid-March, and emergency childcare was opened for 
essential workers. The YMCA in New Bedford cares for around 20-30 kids every day, social 
distance style. In total, there are about 8,200 licensed centers and childcare facilities in 
Massachusetts. Vouchers or subsidized slots through the state for childcare are continuing to 
flow. Private tuition pay is not, and it makes up the biggest wedge of funding for childcare. 
Childcare programs are currently having to work with parents and families, arranging plans for 
tuition. These practices are not sustainable, and the childcare sector is losing funding. The 
federal stimulus money gave Massachusetts $45 million, but we lose $250 million a month now 
that childcare is closed. 

Mr. DosRemedios stated that it is great that Senator Warren is talking about childcare as a part 
of our infrastructure. Her proposal would include hazard pay (for those offering care amdist the 
present risk) as well as rebuilding funds. (We need to rebuild stronger; ggoing back to normal is 

 



 

not good enough.) During a call with about 70 advocates, Senator Warren said that we need to 
make noise and call legislators, because the more noise we make, the higher up the ladder the 
issue will go. We also need to remember that we have two U.S. Senators in Massachusetts and 
need to call on Senator Ed Markey as well. We also need to show that this issue is bipartisan 
and supported by businesses, providers, and families.  

A core issue of Strategies for Children is the state budget and state policies. There are many 
legislators that are supporters of affordable, accessible childcare. However, there might be a lot 
of budget cuts in FY21 for Massachusetts due to the loss of revenue across the state. 
Strategies for Children will be having an advocacy webinar next week about this. They are trying 
to raise the voice of families throughout this initiative and this pandemic. The most recent survey 
they have conducted is a family survey that was sent out through a bunch of advocates and 
organizations. To date, it has a total of 1,550 responses. A Spanish version is launching 
tomorrow. Some statistics from the current survey results: 

● 60%t of parents are struggling to work from home without childcare 
● 46% say they will not be able to return to work without a consistent childcare situation 
● 87% said they would be hesitant to return to childcare due to health concerns/risk of 

COVID-19 

Q&A 

Jennie Antunes asked if the survey currently has information on the demographics of 
respondents. Titus DosRemedios said that the only demographics they currently have are the 
region that they’re coming from. 

Christana McKnight asked what the term “childcare” in this discussion entails, including what 
age group the discussion is around. She also asked if the conversation changed because 
schools are closed now and kids in elementary/middle school are home. They may be 
self-sufficient but also need care and supervision. Titus DosRemedios stated that the Common 
Start Coalition is committed to birth through school age. However, it depends on the situation.  

Zoe added that the bailout is good but it is also temporary. This is a pressure point where we 
can say that this is an injustice and we are not going back to normal. 

Jennie Antunes added that a good fighting point is how childcare providers are adhering 
wonderfully to social distance guidelines and caring for kids during a pandemic. So far no horror 
stories have occurred.  

COVID-19 is bringing a wide range of pre-existing issues to the forefront. Is there a script and 
numbers to call for Senator Elizabeth Warren’s proposal? Titus DosRemedios answered to call 
your senators and representatives and research articles and blogs on the bailout. When you call 
legislators, say that you support the bill and tell your story. Another way to spread the word is by 



 

using social media, and providing the call-in info and inviting teams at your workplace to call 
legislators if they wish to do so.  

Jordan Latham said that, with all these ideas, we can put together a great regional response 
together. Titus DosRemedios added that we need to reopen strong and build stronger.  

 
Action Steps  

● Submit or view the COVID-19 Family Perspective Survey 
○ Family survey summary: 

http://strategiesforchildren.org/COVID-19/COVID19_FamilySurvey.pdf 
○ Family survey [English]: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GMeEDdC7MTNnexQhUrSuU2j74ZyFz9-7ygB
2PUvMbO8/viewform?ts=5e864110&edit_requested=true 

○ Family survey [Spanish]:Perspectiva Familiar: Cuidado de Niños en 
Massachusetts 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccbIXZlMJf2F5ypIoquPIv2SVZwCBi
0N2hA_9wGPYw7MtkuQ/viewform 

● Submit comments to the reopening advisory board 
● Submit your childcare story to the Common Start Coalition 
● Dream big, put ideas to paper, and help craft the future of affordable, accessible 

childcare! How can we make Massachusetts the birthplace of affordable, accessible, 
high quality education and care? What would the plan look like? Sharing stories is key! 

● Join the Southeast chapter of the Common Start Coalition 

 
Zoe gave a shout-out to the staff at Northstar Learning Centers and all other people giving 
excellent childcare right now. The care has not stopped, it just shifted form. 
 
Titus DosRemedios added that he can try to filter responses for the COVID-19 Family 
Perspective Survey and share data for what Southeast responses are, if we end up doing a big 
push. 
 
Christana McNight asked which legislators currently support the bailout proposal and what the 
business response is. Titus DosRemedios said that the bailout is currently going through the 
Ways and Means Committees. Business groups are trying to include advocacy, but are mostly 
focused on survival right now. 
 
Jordan Latham and Zoe Hansen-DiBello talked about how getting aid/unemployment as an 
at-home provider is hard to navigate. We need to support women as small business owners and 
entrepreneurs. 
 
Thank You! 



 

 
 


