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Tryne Costa
Woman of Distinction

Darcy Fernandes
Woman of Distinction

Martha Kay
Woman of Distinction

Dr. Juli Parker 
Woman of Distinction

Lisa Yates 
Woman of Distinction

Tryne Costa has lived a life of service, opening her New Bedford home to a long line of troubled men, women and teenagers, including drug 
addicts reentering society after serving jail time; troubled adolescents who had run away from home or foster care; and parents fighting with 
children who were acting out.  She founded the city’s first drug treatment and prevention program called Aid for Addicts, later called The Aid 
Center.  In her sixties, she went back to school, obtaining her degree in social work and she began teaching parenting classes.  In recent years, she 
has worked to help struggling fishing families.
Darcy Fernandes is the principal of Roosevelt Middle School.  She began her career in 1989, as a teacher at Rivers County Day School and later in 
the Wareham Public Schools, where she taught for 13 years.  She has also been a school administrator at West Junior High School in Brockton.  She 
has received the Massachusetts Community Service Learning Teacher of the Year Award, was a semi-finalist for Massachusetts Teacher of the Year 
and was recognized by the Southcoast Business Association for her efforts in creating the Renaissance program.  Since arriving in New Bedford, 
she helped open the Amigo Center; gained resources to offer over 14 different after school programs; paired local mental health agencies with the 
guidance department to service students; and has put together a yearly career readiness program to help students explore their career potential.  She 
was recognized this year by the New Bedford Historical Society for her efforts in gaining support for the ELL population in the city.  She has a 
Masters in Educational Leadership and is currently a Doctoral student.
Martha Kay is a mother of two sons who currently works as the Director of Early Literacy & Service Learning for GiftstoGive™.  She began her 
probono, encore career after retiring from the New Bedford Public Schools, where she was a teacher, principal and administrator for 38 years.  As an 
administrator for the Title VII Preschool Program, she developed the Ingraham Integrated Preschool and directed the Early Reading First Program.  
She is a member of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society, the Board of Trustees of The Gentlemen’s Round Table and the Board of GiftstoGive™.  She 
has a M.Ed. in Bilingual/Bicultural Education.
Dr. Juli Parker has been the Director of the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality and Affiliate Faculty 
in Women’s Studies at UMass Dartmouth since 1995.  She has a B.A. in Theatre, an M.A. in Women’s Studies 
and a Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences with a focus on Women’s Studies and Theatre.  She is the 
former Chair of the Women’s Center Caucus of the National Women’s Studies Association.  She was Co-
Chair of the Bristol County Commission on the Status of Women.  Her edited collection, Representations of 
Murderous Women in Literature, Theatre, Film and Television: Examining the Patriarchal Presuppositions 
behind the Treatment of Murderesses in Fiction and Reality was published by the Edwin Mellon Press in 
2010.  She also maintains a blog, “The Feminist Critic: providing weekly critiques of theatre, film, books, 
politics and pop culture from a feminist perspective.”  She recently directed Paula Vogel’s, “How I Learned 
to Drive” at Your Theatre, Inc., which was nominated for best production by Motif Magazine.
Lisa Yates is the Director of Our Sisters’ School.  She spent five years at the New Bedford Global Learning 
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it’s a ywca summer!

Kelsey Martins
Spirit of Leadership Award

Dr. Patricia L. Andrade
Yvonne M. Drayton Award

Charter Public School as a consultant for curriculum assessment and professional 
development, and as a classroom teacher.  Before moving to New Bedford, she worked 
at educational nonprofits in the Boston area.  She has a B.A. in the Humanities, a 
Masters in Education and her Administrator’s License.  She is a board member of the 
New Bedford Historical Society, a member of the New Bedford Economic Development 
Council, an advisory board member for the School Leaders Network at the Center for 
University, School and Community Partnerships at UMass Dartmouth, and a member of 
the National Park Service Education Collaborative.
Dr. Patricia L. Andrade is Chief of Surgery at St. Luke’s Hospital and a mother to an 
eleven year old daughter.  She received her medical degree from Brown University and 
did her surgical training at Rhode Island Hospital.  She specializes in breast surgery 
and previously did free breast and cervical cancer screenings for the YWCA’s wellness 
program.  She is on the board of trustees for the Whaling Museum, the board of trustees 
for Bristol Community College, and she was the first woman chairperson of the New 

...continued from page 1

Bedford Health Department.  Through her leadership, Greater New Bedford restaurants are “smoke free, and she was named Southcoast Woman 
of the Year in 2000 for her efforts.   Dr. Andrade is the immediate past president of the YWCA, and has been a committed volunteer of the YWCA 
since she was a teen.
Kelsey Martins is a graduating Senior at New Bedford High School, attending UMass Dartmouth in the fall with a major in Biology.  She is the 
Co-Chair of the Mayor’s Youth Council at the YWCA.  She is Secretary of the National Honor Society and a member of the New Bedford High 
School Student Advisory Council, education reform division.  She works part-time and is also a sailing instructor at the New Bedford Community 
Boating Center.

fun at the park with Miss Iris

volcanoes in the red room Franklin Park Zoo blue room bloom

cooling off at YWkids

Cape Verdean Recognition Week Parade

a little Aloha and a lot of persimmon

smiles at the parade  
with Miss Natasha

Jones Beach

Girls Giving & Growing GGG science project
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staff recognitions
Welcome to the YWCA!  Jacob Caban is a new Custodian.  
Elise Ouellette joined us this summer as a YWkids Assistant 
Group Leader. Maureen Santos is the new Teen Services 
Coordinator with Girls Giving and Growing this summer.

Kaitlyn Correia, Teen Services Instructor, graduated 
from New Bedford High School and is attending Curry 
College in the fall for nursing. Iris Ruiz, YWkids Group 
Leader, graduated from Bristol Community College with an 
Associate in Science.

Kathryn Nunes, YWkids Director, was one of three people 
in Massachusetts to complete the SAYD (School-Age Youth 
Development) Program through BOSTnet.

leading ladies

Throughout the month of May, the YWCA Leading Ladies offered 
an entire month of “Free Fitness” classes for women.  With the 
help of local sponsors and donors, each weekend offered classes 
for women to try something new and focus on their health and 
wellness.  Camille Anderson, one of many women who attended 
the classes, (pictured above with Leading Ladies, Ashley 
Bendiksen and Meaghan André) was awarded as the raffle winner, 
receiving a basket to help stay focused on feeling great.

100Women
100Years

for 

Claire T. Carney
On October 14, 2006, the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth announced that its library – the heart of knowledge on the campus – would be named after alumna Claire T. Carney.  Her son, Patrick, said that night: “Having this amazing place named for my mother is more than a moment of great family pride.  It is a statement to the community about one person’s exemplary and ongoing love of learning and her desire to expand educational opportunity.”  As a student, alumna, mother, and University of Massachusetts Dartmouth trustee, Claire T. Carney is an enduring example of the power of education to transform the lives of individuals and families.

“Your name has become inseparable from the word dedicated,’’ reads the Distinguished Service Award she received from the University’s Student Senate in 1989.  “You have gone out to meet your responsibilities here as you have faced the challenges of your personal life, with utmost capability, with intense commitment and with great zest.”  The citation closed with the following timeless words about Mrs. Carney: “Generous with your time and willing to share what experience has taught you, you have made a strong imprint on the lives of many individuals and on the spirit of this institution.” 
A 1940 graduate of New Bedford High School, Mrs. Carney went to work in the inventory department of the Morse Twist and Drill Machine Shop.  As her husband, Hugh was serving overseas during World War II, she worked office jobs at Otis Air Force Base, the U.S. Naval Hospital and the Internal Revenue Service.  Widowed in 1962 with four children, Mrs. Carney went back to work to support her family.  Later, Mrs. Carney decided to go to college, continuing a lifelong commitment to learning.  In 1973, at the age of 51, Mrs. Carney graduated from Southeastern Massachusetts University with a degree in English.

In 1981, Mrs. Carney was appointed to the university’s Board of Trustees by Governor Ed King.  She was re-appointed to the Board by Governor Michael Dukakis in 1984.  She has volunteered her services to the board of SHARE, the rehabilitative engineering organization based at the university, and she was an active member of the University’s Library Associates.  She is a recipient of the SMU Alumni Association Service Award, the University’s Centennial Award, and an honorary degree.

Mrs. Carney’s family has always been a central focus of her life.  Her four children, like her, are living examples of how education changes lives.  Mrs. Carney has loved her role as “Grandmere” and has - along with her children, her son- and daughters-in law - always encouraged her eleven grandchildren to pursue their own dreams through education. She now has six great-grandchildren just beginning their learning adventures.

Date and Place of Birth:
 June 18, 1922
 New Bedford, MA
 
Wife of:
 Hugh Carney

Mother of:
 Doreen Carney Parkhurst Patrick Carney
 Mark Carney
 H. Jay Carney

Graduated from:
 Southeastern Massachusetts   University, 1973 - English

Favorite Quote/Saying:
 “Never tip on the tax.”

My Name:
 Kate Carney Larisa

My Relationship to Her:
 Granddaughter
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Honorable Bettina Borders
When Bettina Borders was still in high school, she formed a chapter of the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), a leading organization in the civil rights struggle.  That was Bettina’s first experience working with other girls to try to understand how social and political constructs shaped their lives and how they might act to create change.  

From that time to this, Bettina has engaged in the struggles against sexism, racism and all forms of social injustice.  With strong influences from her mother, who was part of a women’s group for 52 years, and  her “sister sister” whose spiritual connection to the women in her religious order was equally inspirational, Bettina learned from what people did, rather than what they said.  And she became a compassionate and successful activist for positive social change.
  
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Bettina brought a feminist perspective to her work for the peace movement, participated in women’s study groups, worked to promote women’s media, became the Director of a community college Women’s Center and organized on behalf of victims of rape.

While working and raising a young family, Bettina continued the formal education that had been interrupted by motherhood.  She graduated from Goddard College in 1975, and then went on to receive a Master’s Degree in 1980 from Columbia University.  She earned her JD from the University of Connecticut in 1984.

I met Bettina almost as soon as she moved to the New Bedford area.  She had just passed the Bar examination and had begun practicing law.  She soon became involved in many community endeavors and I was proud to serve as Treasurer when she became Chair of the Board of the New Bedford Women’s Center.  We’ve also been members together of a “women and work” group where I regularly discover more amazing facts about Bettina, while enjoying her warmth, wisdom, humor and energy.

Since 2000, Bettina has been a Juvenile Court judge, bringing her incredible intellect and compassion to outstanding work in the courts, including  innovative approaches to drug sentencing and applying the Changing Lives Through Literature program to youth offenders.  Since the Women’s Fund became an active organization in 2004, Bettina has continued to be involved and to support their work.

Something else you should know about Bettina – she plays the harp, which should be an asset when she arrives in feminist heaven.

Place of Birth:
 Cranston, RI

The Women’s Fund of Southeastern Massachusetts was founded by Judge Bettina Borders, who reaped the benefits of a supportive living arrangement after a divorce.  With the help of other women with children, she was able to complete college and her professional training and was inspired to provide these opportunities for others.  In creating the Women’s Fund in 2001, her goal was to enable other women and girls to overcome obstacles to education and economic independence and be successful.

My Name:
 Janet Freedman

My Relationship to Her:
 Friend

Submitted by:
 The Women’s Fund of  Southeastern Massachusetts
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The 100 Women for 100 Years commemorative book honors the lives of 100 women.  This 
special book compiles the stories of 100 women who lead, achieve and inspire in a beautiful 
keepsake that has become a part of the YWCA archives.  Please consider purchasing your 
own copy of this special once-in-a-lifetime edition as a gift for yourself or someone 
special in your life for just $25.

100Women
100Years

for 

For your own copy, please call: 508-999-3255 or  
go to http://www.ywcasema.org/celebrating-100-years

new lifetime membership!

NEW!  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CYCLE  

YWCA memberships have changed to be more efficient and 
effective for both the organization and our members.  You will no 
longer have to wonder when your membership will expire.  Now, 
all memberships reflect the period of July 1st - June 30th, annually.  
Therefore, the 2012-2013 membership is in effect from July 1, 
2012 - June 30, 2013.  If you are a member and have questions 
regarding your membership, or you are interested in becoming 
a member, please contact us at the YWCA: 508-999-3255.  We 
appreciate your continued support, while we make this transition.

become a member

sisters for life sisters for life

made especially for you by:

YWCA Southeastern Massachusetts
20 South Sixth Street

New Bedford, MA 02740

P: 508-999-3255
F: 508-999-2802

E: info@ywcasema.org
www.ywcasema.org 

Join us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/ywcasema

made especially for you by:

YWCA Southeastern Massachusetts
20 South Sixth Street

New Bedford, MA 02740

P: 508-999-3255
F: 508-999-2802

E: info@ywcasema.org
www.ywcasema.org 

Join us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/ywcasema

An annual YWCA 
membership is just 
$25*, but you can 
now give a lifetime 
of support to the 
YWCA for $500.

*$15 for youth, student, 
or senior memberships

We’ve made it easy--join or renew online now at 
www.ywcasema.org/membership 

YWCA Member, Stella Pifko Marnik shares news that the 
Polish Women’s Business & Professional Club of Greater New 
Bedford is celebrating its 75th Anniversary with a luncheon 
on Sunday, November 4, 2012 at 1pm at the Hawthorn 
Country Club.  $30/person.  Call: 508-999-1889.

from our members



ywca staff
Gail M. Fortes   Executive Director
Catherine Bourassa  Director of Programs and Services
Athena M. G. Mota  Director of Advocacy and Communications

administrative services:
 Lisa Calvano  Director of Finance
 Linda Larsen  Office Manager
 Annamarie Lopes Administrative Assistant
 Linda Rose  Receptionist
 Jack Davis  Facilities Manager
 Jacob Caban  Custodian
youth services:
 Kathryn Nunes  YWkids Director
 Natasha Iraheta  YWkids Kindergarten Coordinator
 Iris Ruiz   YWkids Group Leader
 Melissa Alicea  YWkids Group Leader
 Elise Ouellette  YWkids Assistant Group Leader
 Shirley Houtman  YWkids Clerical Support
 Maureen Santos  Teen Services Coordinator
 Kaitlyn Correia  Teen Services Instructor
wellness for women and girls:
 Ana Silva  Community Health Worker
 Valentina Martinez Community Health Worker
adult services:
 Joan Yotides  Widowed Persons Director
residential services:
 Candy Royster  Resident Staff

ywca board of directors
President
Jan Baptist

Vice President  
Nicole Almeida 

Treasurer   
Marcia Williams  

Assistant Treasurer
Victoria Moniz

Clerk   
Lena Pires   

Carolina Africano, Esq.
Ashley Bendiksen
Yolanda Dennis                                           
Mali Lim                                        
Ine Ogagan
Maria Pinarreta
Rita Ribeiro
                                                   
Ex-Officio
Gail M. Fortes

our voice for information on any of our 
programs & services, please 
call: 508-999-3255 or go to: 
www.ywcasema.org

southeastern massachusetts
20 South Sixth Street
New Bedford, MA 02740


